
About CLOSE ENCOUNTERS

Opening Reception: Thurs, January 9, 6–9pm 

2nd Thursday Reception: Thurs, February 13, 6–9pm 

Exhibition Duration: January 9 – February 22, 2025 

Crane Arts, 1400 N. American St, #100C,  

Philadelphia, PA 19122.  

Open Hours: Thurs–Sats 1–6pm, or by appointment  

by emailing contact@boxspringgallery.com

The phrase “Close Encounters” usually indicates  

a scale of human interaction with unidentified flying 

objects and/or alien lifeform. Whether it’s an encounter  

of the first, second or third kind, answers arrive  

regarding spacecraft and extra-terrestrial beings from 

outer space, likely from Mars. But what if the unknown is closer than we thought, worlds of organisms 

actively living among us, miniscule but enormous in number, and provoking scientific research? 

Box Spring Gallery is starting the year off with a close-up analysis of other-worldly, fantastical specimens, 

that are actually right here on Earth. Gregory Brellochs’ intricate graphite drawings and Marguerita Hagan’s 

detailed ceramic studies, enlarge what can only be seen under a microscope for all of us to experience. 

There is a powerful connection between the micro and macro worlds in that the behavior of large systems 

and phenomena can often be explained by the interactions and behavior of their smaller component parts.

Brellochs wants his work to capture a sense of awe, reverence, and adoration for nature, and through 

that, help foster both inquisitiveness and a subsequent sense of respect and stewardship for the natural 

world. Likewise, Hagan brings to light the beauty and engineering of our planet’s diverse ecosystems. Her 

lacelike ceramic shines light on the wonder and respect for the fragile, diverse life with which our lives 

are intrinsically linked. The two artists provide viewers these close encounters of their own kind, in perfect 

harmony, and with complementary media. The works feature structure and design; delicacy over color.

Organic symmetry and patterns in growth, validate Mother Nature as the ultimate divine designer, and 

remind us that we too, were created with purpose.
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GREGORY BRELLOCHS   gregbrellochs.com   /   @gbrellochs

Artist Statement

I find that the immediate and direct process of drawing serves as a means by which I can reflect on concepts 
that explore the fundamental nature of things. Image-making is a way of creating not just a physical relationship 
to abstract concepts, but a sensual and emotional one as well. I want my work to be felt, not just intellectualized. 
I want the subjects that I am exploring to resonate with the viewer on a basic visceral level while simultaneously 
encouraging them to ponder a layer of reality that exists beyond the immediate senses. Perhaps, most impor-
tantly of all, I want my work to capture a sense of awe, reverence, and adoration for nature, and through that, 
help foster both inquisitiveness and a subsequent sense of respect and stewardship for the natural world.

My work is inspired by my interest in, and appreciation for, science and the respective fields of biology, cognitive  
science, and theoretical physics. The lines of scientific inquiry that have captured my interest and imagination most 
are linked to the following ideas: Evolutionary biology and the study of the genome reveals common heritage. From 
our nearest primate ancestors to the most primitive bacteria, each organism has a percentage of its genes in com-
mon. In other words, all biological life on Earth is expressed in a common, programmed language (what are genes 
other than code written in organic materials?). Theoretical physics presents us with the concept of Planck-length 
‘strings’ that must somehow interact in order to create ever larger amalgamations of energy resulting in the physical 
universe we perceive. Ultimately, out of this chaotic soup of brute matter we must be able to account for the emer-
gence of self-replicating organisms and their corresponding levels of consciousness. Similarly, intelligence and the 
theory of panpsychism begs the question, is intelligence, in its most rudimentary form simply the byproduct of the 
organization of physical matter? Is intelligence an emergent characteristic inherent in any highly organized system? 

Biography

Gregory Brellochs is a Philadelphia based artist, Professor, and the Visual and Performing Arts, Chair at Camden 
County College in Blackwood, New Jersey. Brellochs’ work has been recognized through awards such as the 
2018 Meyer’s Family Award for Contemporary Arts, the Center for Emerging Visual Artists CDP Fellowship, the 
Wind Challenge Exhibition Series at the Fleisher Art Memorial, and the William D. Davis Award for Drawing at 
the Art of the State Exhibition in Harrisburg, PA. Brellochs has held numerous solo exhibitions and has been  
featured in a number of prestigious juried and curated group exhibitions both regionally and nationally. His work 
is included in the contemporary drawings collection of the Viewing Program through The Drawing Center in 
New York City. Brellochs earned his BFA from the Massachusetts College of Art in Boston, and an MFA from the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts in Philadelphia.
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MARGUERITA HAGAN   margueritahagan.com   /   @marguerita

Artist Statement

What does light talk about? I asked a plant that once. It said, ‘I am not sure, but it makes me grow’  
          —Thomas Aquinas, 1225–1274

Oak trees know. Their roots graft into one flesh so they may share mutual sustenance, benefiting the  
community. When one tree is in need, the healthy ones direct their energy in support. This goes macro 
with fungi, the underpins of the terrestrial realm. Their fiber optic-like mycelium liken a high speed internet 
connecting diverse subterranean life. Micro-marine organisms connect in exquisite mutually beneficial 
systems or colonies in the ocean and provide over 50% of all oxygen for the planet. Rich diversity and  
reciprocity fuel thriving communities and environments.

This light-giving flow has enabled all life to thrive for eons. Inherent potential realized moves everything, even 
light itself. It certainly moves me. My work is a response to this light. Interdependent projects grow in a continu-
ous heliotropic adventure, energized with every opportunity. 

Biography

Marguerita Hagan is a ceramic sculptor based in Philadelphia. She is an advocate for the thriving of all life in 
mutually sustainable communities and environments. The concept of interdependence plays throughout her 
sculpture, teaching and community arts.

Throughout her career, Hagan brings to light the beauty and engineering of our planet’s diverse ecosystems 
and our powerful role as stewards. Her intricate ceramic shines light on the wonder and respect for the fragile, 
diverse life with which our lives are intrinsically linked. Hagan’s practice is an ongoing discovery, magnifying  
our awareness, reciprocal responsibility and protection of each other and our planet.

She received her MFA from Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts and her BFA in Ceramics at James Madison 
University. Her projects include collaborations with artists, scientists and community, environmental art-science 
residencies, lectures. She is in collections and exhibits nationally and internationally.
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Gregory Brellochs
Lichen IX
graphite on paper 
15”x 15” (16.5”x 16.5”)
$1,000

Gregory Brellochs
Lichen XXIX
graphite on paper 
15”x 15” (16.5”x 16.5”)
$1,000

Gregory Brellochs
Lichen XXV
graphite on paper 
15”x 15” (16.5”x 16.5”)
$1,000

Gregory Brellochs
Lichen XXXXVII
graphite on paper 
15”x 15” (16.5”x 16.5”)
$1,000

Gregory Brellochs
Lichen XXVIII
graphite on paper 
15”x 15” (16.5”x 16.5”)
$1,000

Gregory Brellochs
Lichen X
graphite on paper 
36”x 36” (40”x 40”)
$2,800

Gregory Brellochs
Sporangium II
graphite on paper 
10”x 10” (11.5”x 11.5”)
$650

Gregory Brellochs
Lichen XVI
graphite on paper 
36”x 36” (40”x 40”)
$2,800

Gregory Brellochs
Lichen XLIX
graphite on paper 
15”x 15” (16.5”x 16.5”)
$1,000
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Gregory Brellochs
Lichen XXX
graphite on paper 
15”x 15” (16.5”x 16.5”)
$1,000

Gregory Brellochs
Sporangium III
graphite on paper 
10”x 10” (11.5”x 11.5”)
$650

Gregory Brellochs
Lichen XLVI
graphite on paper 
15”x 15” (16.5”x 16.5”)
$1,000



Marguerita Hagan
Diatom Kittonia elaborata, 
La Mer Micro Sculpture
ceramic, 5.25”x 5.5”x 2.5”
$1,000

Marguerita Hagan
Blushing,  
La Mer Marine Abstract
ceramic, 3.25”x 5”x 2.5”
$600

Marguerita Hagan
Diatom Odontella aurita 
Petit Shield, La Mer
ceramic, 2.5”x 4.25”x 4” 
$900

Marguerita Hagan
Diatom Dance,  
La Mer Marine Abstract 
ceramic, 6”x 7.5”x 6” 
$4,500

Marguerita Hagan
Diatom Fragilariopsis,  
La Mer Micro Sculpture
ceramic, 4.5”x 2.5”x 2.5” 
$400

Marguerita Hagan
Diatom Odontella aurita 
Shield, La Mer 
ceramic, 9”x 12”x 4” 
$3,000
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Marguerita Hagan
Aquamarine Whisper,  
La Mer Marine Abstract 
ceramic, 6.75”x 4”x 5” 
$3,000

Marguerita Hagan
Rising, Micro Grow Shield 
ceramic, gold leaf 
15.5”x 14.5” x 3.5”
$8,000

Marguerita Hagan
Champagne & Crinoline, 
Fungi Shield
ceramic, 6”x 6”x 3.25”  
$2,500

Marguerita Hagan
Veiled Lady, 
Petit Fungi Shield 
ceramic, 3”x 3.75”x 3.5” 
$400

Marguerita Hagan
Conservare, Marine 
Diatom Arachnoidiscus 
Shield, La Mer
ceramic, 13.5”x 13.5”x 2.5” 
$8,000

Gregory Brellochs
Lichen XXXIX
graphite on paper 
15”x 15” (16.5”x 16.5”)
$1,000
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Marguerita Hagan
Diatom Thalassionema 
Stellate Colony Shield, 
La Mer 
ceramic, 8”x 8”x 4” 
$4,000

Marguerita Hagan
Petit Stellate Diatom 
Thalassionema Colony, 
La Mer Micro Sculpture 
ceramic, 3”x 3”x 2” 
$700

Marguerita Hagan
Stellate Diatom  
Thalassionema Colony,  
La Mer Micro Sculpture 
ceramic, 7”x 11.5”x 5” 
$1,000

Wildlife & La Mer

Marguerita Hagan
Labyrinth, Fungi Shield
ceramic, 11.5”x 11.5”x 3” 
$6,000

Marguerita Hagan
Foraminifera Stars,  
La Mer Micro Sculpture 
ceramic, steel post 
approx. 2”x 2”x 2”
$75 each

Marguerita Hagan
Lamella Love, Fungi Shield
ceramic, 6.25”x 6.5”x 3.25”
$4,500
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BOX SPRING GALLERY  is the collaborative effort of Gaby Heit and Robert A. Stewart, Esq.

Crane Arts, 1400 N. American St., #100C, Philadelphia, PA 19122 
Open Hours: Thursday–Saturday, 1–6pm, or by appointment by emailing contact@boxspringgallery.com.
boxspringgallery.com   /   @boxspringgallery   /   contact@boxspringgallery.com

Celebrating where art and design meet, Box Spring Gallery provides carefully curated exhibitions with  
opportunities to purchase contemporary art and design by a variety of creatives.

Box Spring Gallery aims to be an outlet for new audience visibility, educational exchange and cross-disciplinary 
discourse. Our main goals are to provide creatives with opportunities, guidance, and to educate the consumer 
public. We strive to show a wide range of creative discipline, innovation and purpose, and look to collaborate 
with like-minded partners.

GABY HEIT   gabyheit.com   /   @gabyheit   /   gaby@gabyheit.com

Gaby Heit is an art/photo director, graphic designer and creative consultant with a master’s degree from Pratt 
Institute. A four-time gallery director and independent curator, Gaby has represented artists from Philadelphia 
and New York, and has produced numerous exhibitions that celebrate connections between fine art, science, 
and design. Some include shows for Le Méridien Hotel, Main Line Health, AIGA, DesignPhiladelphia, Philly 
Tech Week, the University City Science Center, and more. 

With many years of experience in print publishing, she has led the creative direction, rebranding and design 
for national magazines covering fashion, travel, women’s services, business, and fine art. Gaby regularly  
consults with all kinds of creatives on presentation, organization and self-promotion, and her latest project 
is to open Box Spring Gallery in Philadelphia in June 2024.

ROBERT A. STEWART, Esq.

Robert is a long-time resident of Philadelphia and the husband of artist, Michele M. Tremblay, who passed 
away in 2022. As a college student he had the good fortune to attend art education classes at the Barnes 
Foundation in Merion taught by Violette De Mazia and Barton Church. Robert’s first art purchase, made in 1973, 
was an oil painting by Edwin Brent and later he and his wife Michele acquired works by Roger Anliker, Charles 
Schmidt, Marie Bender, George Sorrels, Carol Oldenburg, Dan Wittels and Roberta Daar. His late wife’s work 
can be viewed online at artofmichele.com, as well as a large mural opposite the entrance to Jefferson Hospital 
on 9th Street in Philadelphia, which Michele created with New York artist Polly Apfelbaum.
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